SPEECH BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF FSF-MED CHRISTOS PETROU
 Ladies and gentlemen,

I would also like to welcome all of you to this event in order to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of FSF-MED, the 75th Anniversary of ICAO, as well as the International Civil Aviation Day, established by ICAO as the 7th of December.

Aviation ladies and gentlemen is a continually expanding and complex industry, with many players being involved : civil aviation authorities, airlines , aircraft manufacturers, airports , international and national regulators and many others. Furthermore, since aviation is a regional and international activity, these players need to cooperate closely between them and be regulated at global and national level.

This raises the question as to what role a small NGO like FSF-MED can play in this huge and complex world of aviation.

We certainly do not have any institutional role in government, nor can we be a service provider or play any role in supervision or regulation, except to criticize constructively the appropriate authorities  whenever we consider that there are weaknesses and gaps  

What we can do however, is to achieve the basic objectives contained in our Constitution. That is: 

Fistly to raise awareness about the importance of flight safety and aviation in general and contribute to the enhancement of safety.

What have we done to achieve this objective?

· Since our establishment we organized 23 International Conferences and Seminars on various topics , such as  safety management systems , airport safety and security, drones, training , helicopter safety for off shore operations, emergency and contingency plans , economic aspects of aviation , the importance of aviation for tourism, regional cooperation  and many others.

Some 3,000 persons from Cyprus and other countries participated in these Conferences. Speakers were from practically all International organizations and several countries, who would be very unlikely to travel to Cyprus, had they not considered that our Foundation has a credibility and that what it does is of added value to aviation.

In some occasions, the conclusions and recommendations of these events, were circulated as official documents in ICAO and other bodies.

Though in line with our objectives, the events we organize are almost exclusively dedicated to flight safety and aviation, we consider that given our comparative expertise, but also our social responsibility, we took several initiatives to help our fellow citizens to overcome certain disabilities and difficulties.

More specifically, over the last 10 years we organized some 20 seminars and special flights for people who suffer from fear of flying.

Furthermore, in the last 3 years we organized 4 special seminars and short flights for autistic children, knowing that these children do not have the ability or have great difficulty to fly in an airplane.

We are proud for these initiatives, firstly because we provided some real help to the participants, but also because we are the first and the only organization that organizes them. 

In organizing these events, we had the support of other organisations, whom we would like to thank publicly: HERMES, AEGEAN, Cyprus Airways, SKYLINK, ICTS, PETROLINA and LGS.

Regarding our second objective, which relates to our role in the development of regional cooperation, FSF-MED developed and brought to the attention of the Cyprus Government certain proposals, which we  consider that it would not be appropriate to mention them publicly , at least for the moment.
However, we consider that if these proposals are implemented, amongst other potential benefits, they will enhance the cooperation between Cyprus and the wider region in several areas, including the area relating to energy and the hydrocarbon exploration activities. 

In addition, with the support of several international bodies and organizations from several countries, FSF-MED succeeded in  establishing in Cyprus the “European Association of Aviation Training and Education Organisations, in short EATEO. 
 EATEO has already 41 Members, which include several International Organisations, like ICAO, EASA, ECTL, IATA, IFALPA, IFATCA, Civil Aviation Authorities from several countries, as well as training and education organizations from Europe, Africa, M. East and Asia. Regrettably, and we say this with disappointment, with the exception of HERMES Airports and ICTS, no Government or private Organisation from Cyprus is represented in EATEO, despite this being the only European Association that is based in Cyprus. 
The main objective of EATEO is to represent collectively all its members in international fora, foster cooperation and promote ideas that enhance aviation training and education. Several proposals have already been submitted for consideration to the EC and ICAO. For example, EATEO developed and submitted to the EC for financing a proposal relating to the safety situation in the conflict areas in the M. East and the training needs that will be required in the post conflict period. Such a project, besides being operationally useful for the European airlines, it has also certain political significance relating  the external policy of the EU in the turbulent region of M.East.
Though FSF-MED is a non-governmental and non-political Organisation, there are certain issues of political nature that have a direct bearing on flight safety and therefore we cannot ignore them.

We are referring of course to the dangers in the northern part of the Nicosia FIR, which result from the refusal of the Turkish civil aviation authorities to communicate or have any contact with the Nicosia Air Traffic Control Centre as well as the other illegal activities of Turkey, contrary to the relevant provisions and regulations of the ICAO Convention. 

This is an issue of great concern not only to us, but also to all International Organisations and the EU, who include it regularly in their annual Reports .This an issue that affects the safety of millions of passengers that fly in the Nicosia FIR. We consider that it is not sufficient to simply recognize the dangers, without taking any drastic action to eliminate them. When the safety of human lives is at stake, political expediencies should not have any place.

We as FSF-MED, call and shall continue to call upon Turkey and all those who can influence Turkey, to find a solution to this serious problem, for the sake of millions of passengers, a great number of which are Turkish citizens. 
In conclusion, ladies and gentlemen, we consider that our Foundation, within the limits of its non-Governmental and non-political nature, provides a useful contribution to the aviation safety and the cooperation for Cyprus and the wider region. As such, we expect that we deserve the support and at least the recognition of the work we do. 
If occasionally we exert some criticism whenever we consider that there are weaknesses and gaps in safety or other aspects of aviation, we believe that this criticism should lead to improvements rather than resentment.

After all, we work on a voluntary basis, without having any political or professional or financial ambitions.  
Thank you

