                                        SPEECH OF THE FSF-MED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Transport, distinguished guests, dear friends.
On behalf of the Mediterranean Flight Safety Foundation and the FISHER INSTITUTE , I would like to welcome you to this Conference .

This Conference is the 7th in a row that we organized since our creation 7 years ago, together of course with several seminars and other activities. These activities of course, are not confined to organizing conferences and seminars. Since all of us  in FSF-MED are involved in one way or another in aviation, we consider that we should utilize this expertise  for  Cyprus and the wider region. It is for this reason, that we initiated certain projects such as a study for the creation of a general aviation airport , the creation of the “ European aviation training and Education Organisations –EATO” , and others. 

These activities , would have no meaning if are not carried out in coordination and with the cooperation of the Cyprus Government. I take this opportunity to thank the Ministry of Transport and in particular its Permanent Secretary Alecos Michaelides for the continued support to our Foundation.
This event, dear friends, is of particular importance for us. Firstly it is coorganised with the FISHER Institute of Israel, an Organisation with which we signed a MOC two years ago, and is supported by the Ministries of Transport of the two countries. We consider that this is yet another manifestation of the excellent relations that exist between Israel and Cyprus in the aviation sector.

Secondly, the topics to be discussed are of real substance and they relate to challenges that need to be addressed, given the hydrocarbon exploration activities in the Exclusive Economic Zones of the two countries, the number of flights that will be taking place  when the exploration platforms are in place  and the need to be fully ready as regards search and rescue operations.
As regards the speakers, and as you may see from the Programme, these are experts and professionals from Cyprus , Israel, Greece ,European industry and International institutions like ICAO. It is not very often that such a concentration of expertise exists together in a particular event.

We are additionally pleased, that at this Conference we have as speakers and participants ,a big contingent from the civil and military aviation of Greece, as well as Non-Governmental organizations. We believe that this is natural for more than one reasons. Agapitoi filoi welcome to Cyprus.
As a non-governmental organization , FSF-MED cannot do what the Government and  its institutions are doing. This is not within the scope of our constitution anyway, neither is within our objectives.
Nevertheless, we have certain comparative advantages, such as expertise, transparency, lack of political constrains, lack of career or profit  orientations, that enable us to complement what the institutions are doing. 

Lets take for example this Conference. In addition to raising awareness on the topics to be discussed, it enhances regional cooperation between the countries of the region and facilitates networking between the participants and speakers. In fact, in the framework of this Conference, FSF-MD, the FI, HAS and the Hellenic Institute of Transport,  shall discuss certain ideas on how best we can coordinate our activities.
The fact that a small organization like FSF-MED, in a small country like Cyprus, is able to bring such results, is due to various factors not least the credibility we have achieved in the European and international aviation community. How else it can be explained that the Heads of all International organizations like ICAO, EASA, EUROCONTROL, European Commission, ACI, IATA and many others attended our Conferences.
I would like to stress also, that we could not achieved anything, had it not been for the generosity of our sponsors , whom I would like to mention and thank one by one.
· Ministry of Transport

· Hermes Airports

· Aegean airlines 

· Lefkaritis Group of companies
· SKYLINK
· CYTA

· Galatariotis Technical

· Lufthansa Consulting

· CTC ARI
I would like to finish this short address dear friends by quoting an ancient Greek philosopher and which it relates to our small size  and the work we do:

Ουκ εν τω πολλω το ευ, αλλα εν τω ευ το πολύ. Which translated into English, means that the good is not in the quantity, but there is always quantity in the good.

